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[Abstract]

A Study of Herman Bavinck’s Understanding of Spiritual
Gifts
: With a Focus on his Magnalia Dei

Jae Wook Lee
(Yesarang Church, Associate Pastor, Systematic Theology)

This paper examines the relationship between gifts and offices
in the Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck. To do so, it sets out
the ‘Gifts of the Holy Spirit’ and ‘Service and Office’ sections of
his seminal work, Magnalia Dei. The two sections are discussed
separately but are closely related. The realization of gifts, as
Bavinck understood them, is manifested in office and service. He
viewed gifts as presupposing and complementing office, and the
principle of service of believers as the gift of Christ. Furthermore,
he understood gifts as various concepts that could serve all areas
of life beyond church offices. Bavinck's understanding of the gifts
of the Holy Spirit is therefore examined from two perspectives.
One is Christology and the other is ecclesiology. Christology plays
a central role in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, focusing on
the work of the ascended Christ. Ecclesiology involves the Holy
Spirit's outpouring for the apostles and the broader gifts leading
to the church’s birth. In relation to this, it is emphasized that the
purpose of the gift of the Holy Spirit is to be embodied in the
edification of the church, the unity of the saints, and grace of
salvation. Second, Bavinck's understanding of gifts was examined

in relation to the service and office of the church. The realization
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of the service and office of all the saints emphasizes the edification
of the church and the glory of God. For this reason, Bavinck believes
that the driving force behind the continued expansion and
fruitfulness of the church is the gift of Christ. Third, Bavinck's
understanding of the gift is evaluated and suggestions are made

from a practical aspect.

Key Words: Herman Bavinck, spiritual gifts, Office, Holy Spirit, Church,

Service
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